THE BEGINNINGS OF POLAND
were inhabited by the following tribes: the Wislanes,
the Silesians, the Opolanes, the Masovians, the Len-
czicians, the Cuiavians, and die Polanes. These tribes had
already attained to a higher degree of civilization than
their neighbours. Travellers wrote of the wealth of
their communities (the Polanes, we are told, were pos-
sessed of twenty very rich towns). The frequent German
invasions at this period only gave an impetus to the
gradual combination of all the tribes for their mutual
advantage and defence, and it would seem that the
Polanes, whether from superior wealth, or numbers, or
intelligence, finally gained supremacy among the allies,
each section of whom eventually assumed or became
known by the name of its ally-in-chief.
It seems probable that Ziemowit and Ziemomysl,
respectively the grandfather and father of Mieszko, had
achieved the massing of the six tribes under the banner
and suzerainty of the Polanes; so that Mieszko, on his
father's death, became the ruler of the nucleus of the
future Poland,
The first historic mention of Mieszko I. is the record
of the warfare waged by the latter against Wichman, a
German adventurer, as related by the chronicler Widu-
kind, about the year 963. Thus was announced the
definite arrival of Poland into European history. In the
light of kter events it is not surprising that Polish re-
corded history should begin with a war against the
Germans, or that subsequent centuries should see many
such wars. They took the form of a definite resistance to
a deliberate German pressure from the West. Since two
impregnable barriers, the sea and the Alps, obstructed
her advance North and South, and the growing strength
of France blocked the way to the West, it was natural
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